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Where Is Jesus 


Now 


and What Is He Doing? 


By REV. LYN CLAYBROOK 
First Baptist Church, Lewisburg, Tenn. 


“Christ is... entered . . . into heaven itself, now to ap- 
pear in the presence of God for us.”—Heb. 9:24. 

“We have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous: And he is the propitiation for our sins.”—I John 


2:1, 2 


“Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost 
that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make 
intercession for them.’”’—Heb. 7:25. 

“I go to prepare a place for you.”—John 14:2. 


In these wonderful verses we 
have the answer to our questions. 
In that answer we have the other 
side of the gospel; the neglected 
side. A careful look at it will 
reveal that it is too good and 
glorious to be overlooked. In 
thinking of Christ’s work on our 
behalf, we are prone to think 
mainly of His work in the past, 
particularly of His death for our 
sins and His resurrection for our 
justification. And truly these 
are wonderful things; things so 
glorious in issue and transcen- 
dent in meaning that the angels 
are represented as ‘Desiring to 
look into them.’ These are things 
60 amazing and so full of mys- 
tery and wonder that the pro- 


Rev. Lyn Claybrook 


phets, in whom the Spirit of 
Christ testified beforehand of 
these things, “Inquired and 
searched diligently” that they 
might more fully understand 
them (I Pet. 1:9-11). That He 
“suffered for sins, the just for 
the unjust,” we must never for- 
get. That He “who knew no sin” 
was willing ‘to be made sin for 
us’ will be the marvel of all mar- 
vels, forever, to all the redeemed. 
But looking backward only, we 
see only half of the gospel; a 
glorious half, indeed, but only half. 
The purpose of this message is 
to focus your attention on its 
complement half without which 
we have only part of the gospel. 


I, Where Is Jesus Now? 

Our hearts somehow cry out 
for an answer to this question. 
We want to know - where our 
loved ones are who have depart- 
ed this life. Nothing gives us 
more joy than to believe and feel 
that they are at rest and with the 
Lord. God has not disappointed 
us in withholding the answer to 
this question. “He was taken up; 
and a cloud received him out of 
their sight” (Acts 1:9). But 
where did He go? Luke tells us 
that “While he blessed them, he 
was parted from them, and car- 
ried up into heaven” (Luke 24:51). 
The writer of the Hebrew letter 
tells us that “Christ is...entered 
---into heaven itself’ (Heb. 9: 
24), that He, “after he had offered 
one sacrifice for sins for ever, 
sat down on the right hand of 
God” (Heb. 10:12). Right here is 
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A Pouting Preacher 


By REV. SAM MORRIS, D.D., “The'Voice of Temperance” 


(@Preached at Evansville, Indiana, March 3, 1946, 


Mechanically 


recorded for THE SWORD OF THE LORD.) 


If you have your Bibles handy 
I hope you will reach and get 
them right now and turn to the 
book of Jonah, that story of the 
big fish. Some people do not 
believe that story. They complain 
about it and try to make fun of 
m%. I would believe the Bible if it 
said Jonah swallowed the fish 
instead of saying that the fish 
swallowed Jonah. But that was 
no ordinary fish. It was a special, 
tailor-made, made-to-order fish. 
The Bible says that God “pre- 


ed” a fish, We are to keep. 


at in mind. 
Jonah Ran From God 


The story of Jonah is one of 
the most interesting stories of the 
Bible. 


the eity of Nineveh. He rebelled 
and ran off; he bought a ticket 


and tried to run away from God.| 


God sent. a storm out after him 
which shook the boat, rocked it 
= and was about to sink it. 

nah confessed his troubles, was 
thrown overboard, and the fish 
ewaliowed him. While he was in 
the fish's stomach he got in the 
notion of praying. That is when 
@ blot of ws get in the notion of 


You remember that God} 
ealled him to go and preach to} 


praying—when we get in a tight 
place. Jonah prayed and promis- 
ed God that he would look again 
toward the holy temple and 
would pay his vows. We are like 
that; we sure do get good when 
we get in a tight place with God. 


(Contiued on Page 5) 
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RESTITUTION and RECONCILIATION 


1. The Only Thing to Come Between Salvation and Baptism 
2. Restitution Required as Evidence of Repentance 
3. A Secret of Peace, Fellowship and Power 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE, Editor 


Is your Christian life not hap- 
py nor successful? Do you not 
fee] the Spirit of God, are you 
not happy in Christian fellowship, 
are your prayers often unanswer- 
ed, is your heart often unhappy 
in the Lord? Let me _ suggest 
some reasons why. 


Perhaps you have your neigh- 
bor’s lawn mower in your garage. 
You borrowed it and never took 
it back. Or you took a book be- 
longing to a friend and have never 
returned it. It is in your house 
now, a witness to God of your 
sin. The only way to regain the 
favor of God is to return it in 
better shape than you borrowed 
it, or to make it good. 


Perhaps you had difficulty with 
your landlady and moved away 
from a house or apartment. They 
did not treat you well, you 
thought, or the rent was too high. 
You were behind with the rent 
when you left, and you have never 
paid it. Your sin stands between 
you and God. You need to pay the 
bill at any cost. 

Or the doctor was so kind when 
some member of your family was 
sick. He did not press the mat- 
ter and you did not pay him at 
once. Now the matter has drag- 
ged along for months, perhaps, 


Last Call! 


In the grand days when aggres- 
sive Christians were helping drive 
the saloon from America town by 
town, township by township, 
county by county, state by state, 
one often saw near the borders 
of a wet city, a “Last Chance 
Saloon.” The recent “New Deal” 
and socialistic administration 
brought back the saloon worse 
than ever, despite all pledges and 
promises. But a steady march 
has begun to outlaw the criminal 
liquor traffic again, and again we 
will be seeing “Last Chance” signs 
by borderline taverns. 

But here is your last chance at 
something far better than a drink 
that “men put in their mouths 
to steal their brains away,” .as 
Shakespeare said. This is the 
last call to subscribe for THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD for your- 
self and others during the special 
offer which closes January 15. 
This is the last announcement in 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD of 
this special offer. 

Elsewhere in this paper is a 
coupon for your convenience. We 
urge you to use it today or any 
sheet of paper you prefer, and 
send your subscriptions today! 

For from one to four subscrip- 
tions, 8 months each, or for 32 
months subscription to one _ ad- 
dress, the special rate is $1.00 
for 8 months’ subscriptions, either 
new or renewal. (Four 8-month 
subscriptions to one person would 
be a 32-month subscription, $4.00.) 

But we urge you to send five 
or more subscriptions at the re- 
markable money-saving price of 


80c for each 8-month = subscrip- 
tion. (Five 8-month, subscrip- 
tions for $4.00). 

Better yet, you may send 


twenty or more subscriptions, 8 
months each, for only 75c each. 
That means you can send twenty 
8-month subscriptions for only 
$15.00. 

Canadian and foreign subscrip- 
tions will be received at these 
Same rates, except for only six 
months each. 

This offer is good for both new 

(Continued on Page 3) 


and you wonder why the Spirit 
of God seems so far away. Pos- 
sibly you will never have peace 
with God and enjoy the prosper- 
ous Christian life until you re- 
pent of this sin and bring forth_ 
fruits meet for repentance, that 
is, until you make restitution in 
dollars and cents. 


It may have been the grocer, 
the’ garage, the bank, or the col- 
lege you attended, but the prin- 
ciple is the same, 


If you owe money not satisfac- 
torily arranged for, then your sin 
is ever before the face of God. 
There is no use to say that you 
are sorry until you do what can 
be done to undo the sin you have 
committed. Repentance is never 
genuine.that does not lead to a 
contrite confession and forsak- 
ing of sin. Not every sin can be 
undone, but every sin can be con- 
fessed and lamented, and in thou- 
sands of cases, restitution must 
be made if a Christian is to have 
peace with God. 


Years ago, perhaps in a time 
of weakness, you took that which 
did not belong to you. Let us put 
it boldly; you stole it—-whether 
it. was money or property. How 


can you have peace until you re-| 


store it? 


How can you pray while God 
knows your sin and there has 


been no repentance genuine 
enough to bring forth fruit? 


Perhaps you cheated in a trade 
It may have been legal, and yet 
you know you took an unfair ad- 
vantage. You sold stock that 
was worthless. You sold mer- 
chandise for more than it was 
worth. You obtained money un- 
der false pretenses. Do you think 
you can prosper as a Christian 
until all that could be done is 
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Two Jail Birds, 
A Miracle- Working God, 
A Trembling Soldier 


By EVANGELIST ROLFE BARNARD 


(Preached at Bethel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, March 13, 1946, 
Mechanically recorded for THE SWORD OF THE LORD.) 


“And at midnight Paul 


and Silas prayed, and sang 


praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them. And sud- 
denly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations 
of the prison were shaken: and immediately all the doors 
were opened, and every one’s bonds were loosed. And the 
keeper of the prison awaking out of his sleep, and seeing 
the prison doors open, he drew out his sword, and would have 
killed himself, supposing that the prisoners had been fled. 
But Paul cried with a loud voice saying, Do thyself no harm: 


for we are all here. 


Then he called for a light, and sprang 


in, and came trembling, and fell down before Paul and Silas. 
And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved? And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved, and thy house.”—Acts 16:25-31. 


I was in Electra, Texas, years 
ago in a revival campaign. Ona 
Saturday afternoon I went down, 
as was my custom, to preach on 
the street. I had a loud-speaker. 
The people who would come in 
from the country and all around 
would gather about, and I would 
preach, call mourners and have 
people saved. I remember that 
after that particular service a 
young man sidleq up to me and 


finally said, “I want to talk to 
you.” 

I said, “Fine. Start talking.” 

He said, “I would rather get 
away from the crowd where we 
can be quiet and talk.” 

We went to my car and sat 


down, and I said, “What is it, 
young man?” 

He said, “I want you to tell me 
how to be saved. I have asked 
seventy preachers how to be 
saved. They have all told me 4 
different way. I want to know 
how to be saved.” 


Paul and Silas hag the same 
plan of salvation: “Believe on the 


Lord Jesus Christ.” Then they 
gave the promise, “Thou shalt be 
saved.” Maybe you say, “You 
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Two Jail Birds, 


A Miracle-Working God, 
A Trembling Soldier 


(Continued from Page 1) 


need not tell me that all an old 
rawboned, in-for-Hell sinner — an 
old sinner knee deep in sin, an old 
sinner with his feet dripping with 
the shed blood of Christ, an old 
sinner with his past as black as 
black can be—you need not tell 
me that all on earth he has to do 
to be saved is to believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ.” No, I. mean 
to tell you more than that! I 
mean to tell you that all on earth 
he cam do is to believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ. This, my friend, is 
not something you must do; it is 
the only thing that you possibly 
can do, to be saved. 

My subject tonight is “Two Jail- 
birds, a Miracle-Working God and 
the Salvation of a Trembling 
Soldier.” 


L. The Two Jailbirds—Paul 

and Silas 

First of all, consider these two 
jailbirds, Paul and Silas. 

Now and then I get to feeling 
sorry for myself. I think I am 
not appreciated and that I am 
having a hard time. Then I think 
about Paul and Silas. Paul had 
cast a demon out of a poor girl. 
She got saved and it cost the man 
who owned her a lot of money. 
Paul and Silas were taken, given 
a sort of mock trial, and then 
beaten until they were covered 
with whelps from the awful whips 
and until their wounds were bleed- 
ing and their bodies were feverish. 
Then they were taken down and 
turned over to a jailor. He took 
them down into the dungeon, put 
their feet in stocks, turned off the 
lights, went away and went to 
sleep. 


I wish I had the power that 
Paul ang Silas had. Something 
has happened since I started to 
preaching. In my early ministry 
I used to have people call me up 
and tell me they were coming 
down to kill me. I do not have 
people do that now. If they do 
not like what I say, they just do 
not come back. I have had com- 
mittees formed to run me out of 


town. I do not have that happen 
now. I suppose I have lost my 
stuff. It ig either that, or this 


generation has such little convic- 
tion that they will not even get 
very mad at a preacher. We 
Christians are not making this 
world very mad; the world does 
not pay a great deal of attention 
to us. But these two men were 
put in jail because of the power 
of God and the stir that they were 
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able by His power to create in the 
community. I would to God we 
could see that today! 

These men were human beings 
just as we are. Paul did not have 
wings on his shoulders. He was 
not God; he was just a man saved 
by grace. He was put in jail and 
all on earth he had done was to go 
around and show people the way of 
salvation. He had done that for 
this little girl, Gog had cast out 
the evil spirit in her, and now she 
was in her right mind. She could 
no longer tel] fortunes for the 
people who owned her. That was 
all Paul had done, and he was in 
jail. 

It, A Miracle-Working God 

In the second place I want you 
to notice a miracle-working God. 
At midnight Paul and Silas sang 
and praised God. I think maybe 
Paul did the praying and Brother 
Silas did the praising. (Singers are 
not supposed to pray!) Anyway, 
they mixed it up a little bit. 

I do not know what they prayed 
about. I know that praise is not 
prayer. Praise has its part, but 
prayer is asking God for some- 
thing. It does not say here what 
they asked God for, but they were 
sure asking God for something. 
If the saying that we must pray 
and then go out and put feet to 
our prayers is always true, then 
that was not any time to pray, for 
their feet were locked up. But 
that is not true. We need to come 
to God and ask Him to do some 
things that will not be done unless 
He does them, some things that 
we cannot do ourselves, some 
things we cannot even help to do 
ourselves. One of those things is 
the convicting of sinners. We can- 
not convict them~of their sins, and 
we need to take that matter to 
God. I have pretty good inside 
information that that was some of 
the praying Paul and Silas did. 

We see from verse twenty-seven 
that while the prisoners heard the 
praying and singing, the ok 
jailor did not. That man was so 
tough and so calloused and so hard 
that it did not worry him. He put 
those two poor, beaten men in the 
cell, locked them in those stocks, 
slammed the door shut, turned the 
key, turned out the light and went 
to bed and went sound asleep. He 
may have heard them when they 
started praying, but they did not 
pray loud enough or well enough 
to keep that guy awake. All our 
praying—if we are praying so that 
the lost around us will hear and 
be convicted because they hear us 
praying~-will never get the job 
done. Paul and Silas were pray- 
ing to God, and God answered 
prayer. He sent an earthquake. 
It shook the foundations of the 
jail, and a miraculous thing hap- 
pened. The walls did not crumble. 
The windows did not fall out. The 
foundations did not give way. All 
on earth that happened was that 
every jail door in that prison was 
unlocked and every one of the 
prisoners was able to go free if 
he would. It was a particular 
miracle, a miracle in answer to 
the prayers of Paul and Silas at 
midnight. 

Notice they were not praying to 
get God in the notion of saving 
the jailor. God is already ready 
to save sinners. It is a slam ona 
good God to beg Him as if you 
were trying to get Him in the 
notion of saving sinners. He is 
already in the notion! What we 
need to do is to pray that God 
Almighty will attend our ministry 
with His earth-shaking, soul-seek- 
ing, mighty, convicting Holy Spirit 
power. This jailor did not hear 
the praying, but he felt the shak- 
ing from the hands of Almighty 
God. 

We talk about wanting a revival 
in America. Yet we can get only 
a little handful of God’s people 
who ‘have time or inclination to 
wait on God in prayer. We are 
just lying. We are kidding every- 
body but ourselves and God. We 
will never have it that way! It 
is a slam on God for us to say 
that revival is up to Him. I tell 
you if God could give a revival and 
yet does not do it, He is not a 


— 


good God. I tell you that Gou 
wants to give revival. i tell you 
that God is waiting tor His people 
to pray down conv.cting power on 
this lost generation. We ought to 
do it! I wish that you people and 
I together believed that in answer 
to definite praying the Holy Spirit 
could shake the .oundga.-ns OGuc 
from under lost sinners and make 
them want to be saved. I repeat 
what I have said before: I do not 
know whether we have time for a 
revival or not; I hope we have not. 
I hope Jesus comes before we can 
have a revival. I would rather He 
would come than to have a revival. 
But I am telling you now—if Jesus 
does not come soon and God is not 
able to give a revival, itis going 
to be pretty tough sledding in 
America. I am not a prophet nor 
the son of a prophet, but I know 
that we are on the toboggan Siide. 
We are going the wrong way. We 
need an old-fashioned, sin-convict- 
ing visitation of the power of God. 
And under God I wish I knew how 
to challenge God’s people to pray 
it down. I would give my right 
arm—and I think I tel] the truth 
—if I know how to do it. I have 
been going up and down this land 
and, with few exceptions, I have 
been unable to get the average 
church member even interested. 
We have no right to say that we 
cannot have great revivals now. 
We do not have them, but we do 
not have any right to say that we 
cannot have them until we have 
waited on God some and prayed 
for His power. We are not doing 
it, folks; and we are not having 
great blessings. It is ourfault. It 
is not a good God’s fault. We just 
need to pay the price, we need to 
pray and wait on a miracle-work- 
ing God. 

Somebody says, “I believe the 
day af miracles is past.” Well, 
brother, it is not past on the 
mission fields. I went to school 
years ago with a young preacher— 
not any better than I am, just an 
old sinner saved by grace. I doubt 
whether he can preach as good as 
I can—as poor as that is. But he 
went to Korea as a missionary and 
stayed over there seven years. 
When he came back I heard him 
speak. I sat there with my eyes 
bugged out. He recounted miracle 
after miracle. He told how demons 
were cast out of bodies. ‘I saw 
demons,” said he, “come out of 
bodies.” After he got through 
preaching I went up to him—I 
thought he was lying. I had been 
here in America, you know, where 
the churches are all dead; and I 
did not think anything like that 
coulg happen. At that time I be- 
lieved the teaching that some of 
the ultra-dispensationalists have 
been poking down our throats for 
a generation, the teaching that the 
day of miracles is over. I went up 
to him and said, “I want you to 
have dinner with me.” We went 
to dinner and he nearly got me 
converted. He had _ gotten in 
touch with a miracle-working God 
right here in this’ twentieth 
century. 

God is still alive. He is not 
alive im our churches. Our 
churches are taken up with pink 
tea parties. Our churches are 
taken up with social gatherings. 
Our churches are places where 
people can be respectable. But 
He is alive in this world, and if 
He can work miracies in China 
and Korea and across the sea, He 
can work miracles in America. 
God knows that is what we need, 
and unless we take this thing seri- 
ously, we will wish we had done 
so when we stand at the judgment 
bar of Christ and see this gener- 
ation pass into the lake of fire, 
knowing that some of them could 
have been saved if we had prayed 
down a Holy Ghost visitation 
from on High. 

Ill. The Salvation of a 
Trembling Soldier 

This jailor was awakened out of 
his sleep by the miraculous power 
of God in answer to the prayers 
of Paul and Silas. All the jail 
doors were open. The jailor was 
scared half out of his wits. He 
thought he would be killed the 
next day for letting the prison- 
ers eScCape. Paul said, ‘Here we 
are. We are not gone.” The 
jailor called for a light, the 
Scripture says, and sprang into 
that prison cell, brought them 
out, fell on his face before them 
and said, “Sirs, what must I do 
to be saved?” And Paul and Si- 
las answered his question: “Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ 


und thou shalt be saved.” 

But you say, “Wait a minute, 
preacher. Don’t you have to re- 
_cnt before you can be saved?” 
Yes, but this fellow had already 
vepented. There are a lot of 
times in the Bible where people 
committed the act of repentance 
put where the word does not ap- 


pear. The word repent does not 
appear in the entire Gospel oi 
Join, but the repentance is in 


here a whole lot. Nobody will be 
interested in asking a question 
ike this fellow did until he has 
repented of his sins. He came 
and said, ‘I want to know how 
io get saved.’ 


What is repentance? Well, it 
is not reformation. You can quit 
your cursing, lying and _ other 
meanness and yet die and go to 
Hell. Reformation is good, but 
I have known some men to quit 
drinking whisky because the doc- 
tor told them if they did not quit 
they wouid not live much longer. 
I have known of sqme men quit- 
ting this and women quitting that 
and doing better, That is refor- 
mation, but that is not repent- 
ance. God does not say He will 
save you if you will quit your 
drinking or quit your cursing or 
quit your adultery. That is not 
the way sin is gotten rid of. Oh, 
no, there must be more than 
that, and I can tell you whether 
or not you are in a repentant 
state of mind tonight. If you 
are, you will be interested in the 
rest of my message. If you are 
not, we might as well camp here. 


This jailor had already repent- 
ed. He realized he was a sinner 
in God's sight and needed salva- 
tion. 


In the second place, he real- 
ized he needed punishment. That 
is the reason he wanted to be 
saved. I preach on Hell a whole 
lot. People come and tell me, “I 
never heard so much of it, and 
I do not understand it.” 


I say, “The reason I am doing 
it is this: nobody can understand 
the blackness of sin, nobody can 
understand what sin does unless 
we preach on Hell, the place where 
God sends men for their sins.” 

This man did not want to go to 
Hell. He wanted to be saved. 
Salvation means to be made free 


from something, to be rescued 
from something, to be brought 
out of something. He realized 
that he was a sinner in God's 


sight, that his sin deserved pun- 
ishment, that he could not do 
anything about it himself. 

Some of you church members, 
if you ever expect to keep out 
of Hell, are going to have to re- 
pent of your efforts te keep out 
of Hell by your own life and your 
own good works. No man can 
trust Jesus and his own good 
works, too. No man has repent- 
ed unless he has seen that his only 
hope is not what he has done or 
what he expects to do, But. what 
God has already done through 
Christ, to keep him out of Hell. 
As long as he is hanging on to 
his goodness or hanging on to 
the good things he has done or 
hopes to do, he is still unrepent- 
ant and will never be saved until 
he turns from dependente in him- 
self and his good works ;to the 
Lord Jesus Christ. A man has 
not repented until he turns not 
only from the bad things in his 
heart but also from the good 
things he is depending on to keep 
him out of Hell. Some men need 
to repent of sin. -Some people 
need to repent of religion. Bither 
one will send you straight to 
Hell if you do not trust in that 
shed blood of .Christ, the only 
thing that can keep any man out 
of Hell. 

This man had already repented, 
and he came, and Paul just told 
him to believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Can anybody come here 
to the pulpit and take this Holy 
Book I have in my hand and be- 
gin in Genesis and go all the 
way through to Revelation and 
tell me where God ever said any- 
thing else to a poor lost sinner? 
No; that is all there is. If that 
is not suitable, God has no word | 
for you. Oh, how religionists hate 
that. They want to go through 
some form and ceremonies and 
add a little to it themselves. And 
how the rationalists, the people 
knee-deep in sin—how they hate 
that. My, how it humbles every 
human heart. All of us are im 
the same boat, the scarlet woman 
and the virtuous mother, alike so 
sinful in God's sight, can only 
trust the shed blood of Christ to 
keep either one of them out of 
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Hell. The only mesage God has 
ever given to men and women 
telling them how they can keep 
out of Hell is to believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ. And to every 
one who does that, He promises, 
“Thou shalt be saved.’ Brother, ® 
takes more than wanting to be 
saved to keep out of Hell. K 
takes doing what God says every 
sinner must do, putting his depen- 
dence in Jesus Christ’s dying for 
his sins. The only thing thet 
sends a soul to Hell is his sima. 
Let me repeat it: you are not 
going to Hell to pay for your mis- 
takes. You are not going to Heli te 
pay for your ignorance. You are 
not going to Hell to pay for your 
religious superstitions. If you ge 
to Hell, it will be for one reason: 
to pay for your sins, In Bzekiel 
18:4 God says, “All souls are 
mine...the soul that sinneth, &# 
shall die.” In Romans 6:23 He 
says, “For the wages of sin is 
death; but the gift of God is eter+ 
nal life.” The only thing that 
could send this Philippian jailor, 
who came out trembling and beg- 
ging Paul and Silas to tell him 
how to be saved, to Hell was 
his own sin. That is what he 
needed to be saved from: his ows 
sins. And that is what you need 
to be saved from, 


Now listen to me as I close. 
This Philippian jailor wanted to 
know how to be saved; he did not 
want to know how to help get 
himself saved. He did not beg 
for a friend. He needed more 
than a friend.- He was not inter- 
ested in friendships. He was not 
begging for fellowship. He was 
not looking for communion. He 
was looking for somebody or some 
way of salvation. Listen to me 
now, he needed to be saved from 
his sins. And the ‘only thing 
that could keep him from goimg 
to Hell was for somebody else te 
pay for his sins. Now listen te 
me carefully—get this distinction 
in the gospel: Christ died in the 
behalf of every sinner, but He 
paid for the sins of sinners whe 
believe on Him. Your sins have 
not been laid on Him unless yow 
have believed on Him as yow 
Saviour. Rolfe Barnard was wp 
against that proposition: I could 
pay for my own sins in Hell or 
I could believe on Jesus Christ te 


pay for them. Brother, I let Him 
do, it. 
Maybe you say you cannot wn- 


derstand that. Well, if you ge 
down here to town and buy # 
suit of clothes, somebody must 
pay for it—you or somebody else. 
And you are either going to pay 
for your sins in Hell or you are 
going to let somebody else ps 

for them. You may say, “W 

I just cannot understand the gos- 


pel.” Let’s suppose that you owe 
$50.00 at the bank. You or 
somebody else must pay § that 


debt. That is the way it is about 
your sins. You owe a debt te 
God in behalf of your sins, and 
you or somebody else must pay 
that debt. The gospel says that 
everybody who will believe On 
Jesus Christ’s dying on the cross 
has the debt paid. 

That is exactly what Paul ané 
Silas told this old jailor. God &* 
going to punish sin. The debt 
must be paid, but if you believe 
on Him, He becomes your Sav- 
iour. He saves you as He pays 
for your sins. The modernistie 
professors and preachers of te- 

_ (Continued on Page 3) 


7 
‘- 


hy lire Ll 


ADDRESS LABEL 


Special Subscription Rate 
Offer Expires Jan. 15, 1948 
$1.00 for 8 months 
$2,00 for 16 months. 


Canadian and Foreign 
$1.00 for 6 months 
$2.00 for 1 year | 
Send your renewal with you 
check or money order te 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
214 West Wesley Street | 
Wheaton, Dlincis 


‘ 


" (eo. vame 


* . : ’ re. of r a 
: ed a oA = - «) Pte - 
Marte ET: 


Friday, Jan. 9, 1948 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Three 


Where Is Jesus 


Now and What 


Is He Doing? 


(Continued from Page 1) 


gomething too good to miss. 
Death, to Paul, was “To depart, 
and to be with Christ” (Phil. 1: 
23). If this is what death f& for 
Ghristians,. then they ge at once 
te Heaven, for He is in Heaven, 
@ the right hand of God. No 
wonder Paul said that for a Chris- 
tlan to die “Is far better’ than 
for him to live, But, returning 
te our question, where is “Jesus 
now, let us note further that He 
“is...entered... into heaven. it- 
self, now to appear in the pres- 
ence of .God for us” (Heb. 9:24). 
“For. us.” How precious these 
words! His thoughts have ever 
been for us. “All things are for 
your sakes.” Oh, what a wonder- 
ful lover is He! We who are 
saved are betrothed to Him in 
the most holy of all relations. 
As our spiritual bridegroom, He 
is thinking of us now. “In the 
presence of God for us.” Oh, 
Gear reader, hold on to those 
words until they grip you and 
unfold in wondrous glory to you. 


i, What Is Jesus Doing in 


Heaven for Us? 


He said while He was here in 
the flash that “Whosoever there- 
fore shail confess me before men, 


him will I confess also before my 
Father which is in heaven” (Matt. 
10:32). One thing He is doing 
“in the presence of God for us” 
is confessing us who love Him. 


“Father, that one is mine, and 
all mine are thine.” All shall be 
forever well with those whom He 
confesses before the Father as His 
own. Then again, He is our 
advocate before the Father when 
we getintotrouble; and sin gets us 
into much trouble. But, thank 
God, “If any man sin, we have 
an advocate with the Father, Je- 
sus Christ the righteous: And he 
is the propitiation for our sins: 
and not for our’s only, but also 
for...the whole world” ({I John 
2:1, 2). His precious blood, shed 
on Calvary’s cross, is sufficient 
to get all out of all the trouble 
of sin if they will but trust in 
Him; if they will but turn their 
case over to Him. He is the only 
attorney who has never lost a 
case. His blood avails. Not on- 
ly so, but He is securing our ac- 
cess to the throne of grace where 
we can find abundant mercy and 
grace to help us in every need of 
this life. And we are therefore 
admonished to “Come boldly unto 
the throne of grace...and find 
grace to help in time of need” 


Two Jail Birds, 


A Miracle-Working God, 
A Trembling Soldier 


(Continued from Page 2) 


day are saying that Jesus is a 
good man. Don’t you believe it. 
I¢ that were all Jesus was, you 
will have to go to Hell—if there 
were a Hell, in such a case. They 
gay that Jesus had some good 
intentions; He wanted to help 
people. Don’t you believe it. [If 
there is any Hell, Jesus’ good in- 
tentions will not keep you out. 

Now come back and take one 
Scripture. It is found in Mat- 
thew 20:28: “The Son of man 
eame not to be ministered unto, 
but to minister, and to give his 
tife for a ransom for many.” 


In war days the United States’ 


Goverhment would say to the gov- 
ernment of Japan, “We will ex- 
ehange so many prisoners with 
you. You turn fifty of our men 
loose and we will turn fifty of 
yours loose.” Jesus said, ‘I will 
go down to the market place and 
pay Rolfe Barnard’s debt for 
him.” And, brother, I am not 
going to Hell. I never will go 
to Hell, because the only reason 
anybody ever goes to Hell is to 


pay his debt for sin. Mine has 
already been paid. Jesus paid 
my debt. Yes, he did! You dear 


ehurch people can. depend on 
church membership of you want 
to, but I am going to depend on 
Jesus’ paying my debt. I am a 
preacher, but I am dead sure not 
counting on that to keep me out 
of Hell: Jesus said that the 
vast majority of preachers would 
go to Hell. Being a preacher 
will not keep you out of Hell. 
One of the sweetest things in 
my life—and this may shock some 
ef you—happened about nineteen 
years ago. I went away from 
ehurch, locked myself in a room, 
put the Bible down on the floor 
end buried my face in it. And I 
had what you people call an ex- 

ce of salvation. It was 
@weet and blessed, but I am not 


pep 
ese, if 


: 


" 


see it. I hope He has. I wanted 
Him to do it. Back yonder Je- 
sus Christ paid the debt of every 
sinner who will believe on Him. 
Will you believe on Him tonight? 
You say, “That is too good to be 


true.” It is, isn’t it? Is there 
anybody who is saved? Are you 
glad? Do you know any other 


way that God could have fixed 
it so everybody could get saved? 
If he had put a $10,000.00 price 
on it, I could not have made it, 
could you? If He had required 
that we be perfect, I surely would 
have been left out. But He fixed 
it so that the vilest sinner out of 
Hell would not have to go to Hell. 
He fixed it by dying to pay for 
the sins of every human being 
who ever lived who would believe 
on Him. I charge and challenge 
and plead with you while we sing 
you believe on the Lord Jesus 


Christ. 
Decide Now 
And now let the editor add a 
word. As you have read _ this 


message by Brother Barnard, has 
your heart burned within you? 
Have you seen yourself as a 
wicked sinner, on the way to 
Hell unless you do as the Philip- 
pian jailor did—*‘“Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ”? Then why 
not settle it today, and ‘have your 
sins forgiven, and have peace and 
joy in your heart, and your way 
paid to Heaven? If you will de- 
cide for Christ today, I would like 
to know it. Why not sign the 
decision blank below, and then 
either copy it, or cut out and-mail 
to me? I would rejoice to know 
that you have trusted Christ, and 
I will be glad to let Brother 
Barnard know of your delicision. 
But don’t delay—do it now! 


Evangelist John R. Rice 
214° West Wesley Street 
Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Brother Rice: 


I have read Rev. Rolfe Barn- 


‘ard’s sermon on “Two Jailbirds, 


A Miracle-Working God, and a 
Trembling Soldier.” I realize 
that I, too, am a sinner and need 
to be saved just as that jailor 
was. Right now I will believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and will 
accept His promise that when I 
do that, I am saved. I am glad 
to let you know, and will claim 
Christ openly and try to live for 
Him. Please tell Brother Barn- 
ard, too. 


Signed 


Address 


Date 


(Heb. 4:16). In Heaven, at the 
Fathers’ right hand, He is making 
our eternal salvation possible; for 
in some way it depends upon His 
present intercession. “If, when 
we were enemies, we were recon- 
ciled to God by the death of his 
Son, much more, being reconciled, 
we shall be saved by his life” 
(Rom. 5:10). “Wherefore he is 
able also to save them to the utter- 
most that come unto God Dy 
him, seeing he ever liveth to 
make intercession for them (Heb. 
7:25). We are being saved by 
His present life. Finally, let us 
note that He is also ‘preparing 
for us’ against the time of our 
coming. “I go to prepare a 
place for you,” He said to His 
own (John 14:1). None of us can 
even imagine what a wonderful 
home He is preparing “for them 
that love him.” In all of this let 
vs dwell on these words, “For 
Us.” “For Us.” “Now to appear 
in the presence of God for us.” 

But the question now that will 
not down is this: 


Iii, What Are We Doing 
Here? 


While He is doing all these 
wonderful things for-us, what are 
we doing for Him here? 

Since His every thought and de- 
sire is “for us,” can we say that 
our thoughts are of Him and our 
desires toward Him? Are all 
things in our lives “For His 
sake’? “He died for all, that 
they which live should not hence- 
forth live unto themselves, but 
unto him which died for them, 
and rose again” (II Cor. 5:15). 
Since His love for us is so single 
and so steadfast and sé abound- 
ing, should we not have all our 
hearts’ love and affection set on 
Him? For it to be otherwise is 
for us to be guilty of spiritual in- 
fidelity toward our great Lover- 
Bridegroom. Since He is our 
representative before the pres- 
ence of the Father, should we not 
yearn to rightly represent Him 
down here in this world? Since 
He offered up Himself for our 
sins, and pleads His blood for our 
forgiveness, should we not offer 
up our lives as living sacrifices 
for Him? 
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and renewal subscriptions. But 
please mark each one “New” or 
“Renewal.” A renewal subscrip- 
tion will be added to the present 
subsription after the present ex- 
piration date. You get the full 
benefit of the money-saving rate 
by sending renewal subscriptions 
now, whether due or not. 

This morning a letter came 
from a woman saved through the 
editor’s Christmas sermon in THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD, along 
with letters from others saved 
through the editor's book on the 
dance, the pamphiet on “Hell,” 
and the booklet, “What Must I Do 
To Be Saved?” In Jesus’ name, 
have a part in spreading this sav- 
ing gospel! What a little to do 
for Jesus Christ if each reader 
would send ten subscription to 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD for 
$8.00 or. even five subscriptions for 
$4.00. And many ought to send 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD to 
twenty or more families. We 
have just received a letter from 
a man sending a check for $115.00 
for subscriptions for friends. 
Some of these subscriptions were 
sent to homes of unsaved people, 
and in each case he provided for 
the booklet, “What Must I Do 
To Be Saved?” to be sent, as well 
as the subscription. Do the right 
thing for the Lord this New 
Year! Help us to get thousands 
of subscriptions these next few 
days. 

Get your letter in the mail So 
it will be postmarked by mid- 
night, January 15. After that 
date the subscription price is 
$2.00 a year, three years for $5.00 
in the United States, more in 
Canada and foreign countries. 

Send all subscriptions to 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 

214 West Wesley St. 
Wheaton, Ill. 
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Restitution and Reconciliation 


(Continued from Pave 1) 


done to make restitution for that 
sin? 


But your sins have not only 
been against men, but against 
God. You vowed to God that you 


would tithe. Have you done it? 
{if not, that he to God comes up 
pefore you again and again, and 
all the excuses you can make do 
not change the fact that you are 
a God-robber and under a curse. 
You promised God you would 
start the family alter, or read 
the Bible through this year. 
You promised God you wouid be 
a soul-winner, and you have be- 
come cold-hearted and indifferent 
a rvut the sinners around you. 
H .w many Christians have in the 
clusets of their past the grinning 
skeletons of broken vows which 
steal their peace and hinder their 
prayers and render fruitless and 
useless their service! 

RESTITUTION! How  Chris- 
tians need it! Unconfessed, un- 
forsaken, and unrighted sins are 
the curse of our lives, our homes 
and our churches. 


The Jailor’s Conversion: 

Restitution Before Baptism 

When the trembling jailor fell 
down before Paul and Silas and 
brought them out and said, “Sirs, 
what must I do to be saved?”, 
they answered plainly, “Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou 
shalt be saved” (Acts 16:31). 
There is the answer as clear as 
a bell. The one who trusts in 
Jesus Christ for forgiveness and 
salvation is saved. He is saved 
the instant he believes. “He that 
believeth on the Son hath ever- 
lasting life’ (John 3:36). So 
many other Scriptures declare 
that the soul that trusts in Jesus 
for salvation has it, without good 
works, without baptism, without 
church membership. Let us nev- 
er confuse that point. But hard 
on the heels of salvation, and 
coming before baptism or any- 
thing else in the case of this 
jailor, was an attempt to undo 
the wrong he had done. Acts 
16:33 tells us: 

“And he took them the same 
hour of the night, and WASHED 
THEIR STRIPES; and was bap- 
tized, he and all his, straightway.” 

How strange that I had never 
noticed it until the other day; 
washing the stripes of Paul and 
Silas came before baptism. With 
hundreds of people who read these 
lines, it is probably true that be- 
fore you try to do any religious 
service to please God, you ought 
to make right some wrong. 

This theme runs_ throughout 
the Bible. This Bible doctrine of 
restitution is a neglected and 
much needed truth. 


Restitution in Old Testament 
Law 

In Exodus 22:1-6, we have the 
requirements of the Mosaic Law. 
There we are told, “If a man shall 
steal an ox, or a sheep, and kill 
it, or sell it; he shall restore five 
oxen for an ox, and four sheep for 
a sheep,’ and that the thief shall 
restore double if what he stole 
is yet alive in his hand, that one 
shall make restitution if his live- 
stock harm a man’s field or vine- 
yard, and that the man who kin- 
dies a fire shall surely make res- 
titution for any damage done. And 
in Exodus, chapter 21, we have 
the stern justice of the law: “Eye 
for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for 
hand, foot for foot, burning for 
burning, wound for wound, stripe 
for stripe” (verses 24, 25). A 
man is held accountable for his 
deeds. His servant is to go free 
for an eye put out or a tooth lost. 
The owner is accountable with 
his life for his ox, that gores. A 
“man is accountable for the pit 
that he digs. . And when one 
smites his neighbor so that he 
takes to his bed, he must pay 
for the loss of his time. Restitu- 
tion is another word for justice— 
the stern and exact justice of the 
Mosiac Law. | 

In Leviticus 6:1-7, further com- 
mands are given about. restitu- 
tion. A man who handles money 
or property for others, whether 
“the thing which he hath deceit- 
fully gotten, or that which was 
delivered him to keep, or the 
lost thing which he found,’ “he 
shall even restore it in. the princi- 
pal, and shall add the fifth part 
more thereto.” 

Sometimes merchants and banks 
require ten per cent additional for 


attorney's fees in delinquent ac- 
counts, but the law = required 
twenty per cent, that is, the fifth 
part in addition to the principal. 

Reaping should be more than 
sowing. He that sows to the 
wind is to reap the whirlwind. So 
he that wrongs his . neighbor 
should pay back extra. Restitu- 
tion ought wherever possible to 
make up for the loss we caused 
and extra for the -worry 9 § and 
grief. Besides, it must be made 
evident to al] that sin never pays. 

In Numbers 5:5-8, other = in- 
structions are added about resti- 
tution. First, the’ sin must be 
confessed. Thén if the person 
who was wronged be dead and it 
be impossible to repay him, resti- 
tution should be made to a kins- 
man. If there be no kinsman, 
then “let the trespass be recom- 
pensed unto the Lord, even to 
the priest.” Unholy gain cannot 
be kept without a curse. Pay 
back to the one you have wrong- 
ed if at all possible, and if not 
to him, then to his heirs; but con- 
fess your sin to God, and if the 
wrong cannot be rectified to men, 
then repayment should be made 
to the Lord. 


God's requirements about resti- 
tution are a part of the general 
law of sowing and reaping. “Be 
not deceived; God is not mocked: 
for whatsoever a man _ soweth, 
that shall he also reap.” For 
that reason God required the 
death penaity for murder. ‘“‘Who- 
so sheddeth man’s blood, by man 
shall his blood be shed” (Gen. 
9:6). Notice that that command 
is not in the Mosaic law of Mount 
Sinai but was given to Noah for 
all mankind. It was repeated 
many times in the Mosaic Law, 
but it is still for us today, a re- 
quirement of the death penalty 
for murder. The law of restitu- 
tion is a part of the law of retri- 
bution. If a nation does not re- 
quire the death penalty for blood- 
shed, then God will require blood 
of that nation. “For blood it de- 
fileth the land: and the land can- 
not be cleansed of the blood that 
is shed therein, but by the blood 
of him that shed it” (Num. 35: 
33). The coroner’s inquest was 
first required in Deuteronomy 21: 
1-9. The elders of the city must 
make a sacrifice for any slain 
man whose murderer is not 
brought to justice. 

A little meditation on this law 
of God will show that it is ab- 
solute justice, and it will help to 
explain why God could not save 
a sinner without an atonement. 
Until Christ had died in the sin- 
ner’s place and paid a sinner’s 
death, making restitution for his 
Sins, there could be no forgive- 
ness on the part of a just and 
holy God. God loves to forgive 
sin but He could not forgive sin 
until it was paid for. There 
must be an eye for an eye, and a 
tooth for a tooth, wound for 
wound, burn for burn, and life 
for life. Christ died and in His 
death I am counted dead. He 
Suffered, and in the infinite suf- 
fering of the Son of God my sins 
were all paid for. Retribution fell 
upon the head and heart of our 
dear suffering Saviour. He made 
restitution for every’ trespass. 
Otherwise, sinners could never be 
saved. 


Law or Grace, Which? 

The moral law of the Old Tes- 
tament is perfect law. It failed 
to save men, through the weak- 
ness of sinfuk flesh. No one is 
ever saved’ by the deeds of the 
law, for no one has ever perfectly 
kept the law but Jesus Christ. 
Only the grace of God can save 
a sinner, for grace means that 
salvation ig freely given to every 
one who will truly receive it. 
“Christ is the end of the law for 
righteousness to every one that 
believeth” (Romans 10:4). Peo- 
ple are not saved by law put by 
grace. 

And yet we. must vothietiber 
that law is good and the moral 
law is still the obligation of ev- 
ery Christian. Jesus Himself 
said, ““‘Think not that I am come 
to destroy the law, or the pro- 
phets: I am not come to destroy, 
but to fulfill” (Matt. 5:17). Soa 
Christian from his heart should 
sincerely strive to keep every ob- 
ligation of the moral law. The 
ceremonies are all fulfilled: circum- 


| cision, the Jewish diet, the sacri- 


fice and priesthood-—these  cere- 
monies, I say, are all 


fulfilled; ; 


but the moral law still stands and 
every Christian should strive to 
keep it. For instance, it is ob- 
vious that “Thou shalt not steal,” 
“Thou shalt not commit adul- 
tery,” “Thou shalt not kill,” 
“Thou shalt not bear false wit- 
ness against thy neighbor,” etc., 
are still binding on the child of 
God who is saved by faith, A 
Christian should not steal nor 
kill nor lie nor commit adultery 
nor covet. He is saved by grace, 
but every person truly saved still 
has the law of God written in his 
heart, 


Jesus analyzed all the law in 
the two commandments, “Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, aud Wach an 
soul and with all thy mind,” and, 
“Thou shalt love thy\neighbor as 
thyself.” He said that on these 
two hang all the law and the pro- 


1 Ady 


phets. Again we are told in Ro- 
mans 13:10 that “Love is the 
fulfilling of the law.” Love for 


God and love for man is all that 
the law requires, and certainly 
no Christian would say that he 
ought not. to love God with all 
his heart and his neighbor as him- 
self just as much as any Jew of 
the Old Testament. 


So then in the matter of res- 
titution; if a Jew by law was re- 
quired to restore double what he 
had stolen, or restore five oxen 
or four sheep for the stolen ox 
or sheep which he had killed or 
sold, then certainly a New Testa- 
ment Christian who expects the 
favor of God ought to restore 
what he has stolen or make right 
with his neighbor any wrong he 
has done him. 


Jesus, in the Sermon on the 
Mount, interpreted the law for 
us. We are not to demand an 
eye for an eye or a tooth for a 
tooth—we are not to resist evil 
and not return blood for blood. 
However, we are commanded, “If 
any man will sue thee at the law, 
and take away thy coat, let him 
have thy cloak also. And who- 
soever shall compel thee to go a 
mile, go with him twain” (Matt. 


5:40, 41). Notice that this is “at 
the law,” and restitution is the 
idea. If a man says that you 


owe him your coat, and should re- 
store it, then do so; but restore 
double, give him your cloak also. 
If a man thinks you owe him a 
mile, then go with him twain. A 
Christian should not always re- 
quire the perfect justice of the 
law from others. Forgive in- 
stead of avenge. Return good 
for evil! Yet the Christian him- 
self should certainly fulfill the 
law in the matter of restitution, 
and Jesus commanded in Matthew 
5:23, 24: 

“Therefore if thou bring thy 
gift to the altar, and there remem- 
berest that thy brother hath ought 
against thee; 

“Leave there thy gift before the 
altar, and go thy way; first be 
reconciled to thy brother, and 
then come and offer thy gift.” 


There was no use in a Jew of- 
fering a sacrifice to God when he 
was not right with his neighbor. 
If his neighbor had aught against 
him, he was first to go be recon- 
ciled to Lis neighbor. Our relig- 
ious ceremonies are often an 
abomination to God because our 
deeds belie our prayers, and our 
attitude toward men prove the 
insincerity of our attitude toward 
God. So the Christian who comes 
to pray should first be reconciled 
to his brother and make right 
that which is wrong. .Even the 
truly saved man like the Philip- 
pian jailor ought to wash. the 
stripes of Paul and Silas before 
being baptized, and so show the 
sincerity of his heart. What can 
be done to right the wrongs we 
have committed should be done 
at once and then we can offer 
to God our gifts and our prayers 
and our service, 


Restitution and Repentance 


Paul and Silas, I am sure, had 
no doubt of the sincere repent- 
ance of the jailor as he, with 
loving hands, washed the' blood 
from their backs and treated their 
wounds. Only the afternoon pe- 
fore, we suppose, the jailor had 
joined in beating these. apostles, 
had put them into the inner pris- 
on, had made their feet fast in 
the stocks and had left them 
there without a bite to eat. Now 
his atitude had changed. He 
washed their stripes! And even 
after he was baptized, his con- 
trite heart sought to make good} 


the wrong he had done these men |, 


of God, and so he set meat before 


them. 
The Bible does not say, but I 
have an idea that perhaps the 


famiiy of the jailor were as much 
convinced by the jailor’s washing 
their stripes as by the preaching 
of the apostles. He was instantly 
saved when he trusted the Lord. 
Repentance takes place within 
the heart, as a turning from sin. 
But it ought to involve a public 
and open turning from sin in the 
life. Sam Jones was not alto- 
gether right when he said that 
repentance means “Quit your 
meanness,” but certainly there is 
virtue im the thought. One who 
sincerely repents should show 
evidence of it in his deeds. 
Zacchaeus, the publican, looked 
down from the tree into the face 
of Jesus who told him, ‘‘Zacchaeus, 
make haste and come down; for 
today I must abide at thy house.” 
There is no doubt that the little 
man was truly converted. He 
hurried down and received Jesus 
joyfully, and then he said, “Behold, 
Lord, the half of my goods I give 
to the poor; and if I have taken 
anything from any man by false 
accusation, I restore him fourfold.” 
That was fruit meet for repent- 
ance, and Jesus told him, “This 
day is salvation come to _ this 
house.” Zacchaeug sincerely re- 
pented. The evidence of it is that 
he was willing to restore fourfold. 
He who had never kept the law, 
now that he falls in love with 
Jesus and is saved by grace, has 
a love for the law in his heart. He 


has a love for hig neighbor that 
makes him want to restore over 
and over again’ that which he took 
wrongfully. 

John the Baptist did not baptize 
all who came to him. In Luke 
3:7-9 we have the heart of hie 
messege: 

“Then said he to the multitade 
that came forth to be baptized of 
him, © generation of vipers, who 
hath warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come? 

“Bring forth therefore fruits 
worthy of repentance, ang begin 
not to say within yourselves, We 
have Abraham to our father: for 
I say unto you, That God is able 

(Contiued on Page 5) 
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Restitution and Reconciliation 


(Continued from Page 4) 


of these stones to raise up chil- 
dren unto Abraham. 

“And now also the axe is laid 
unto the*root of the trees: every 
tree therefore which bringeth not 
forth good fruit is hewn down, 
and cast into the fire.” 

John the Baptist told his hearers 
that they were a generation of 
vipers or snakes, that is, that they 
were poisoned with sin and must 
be born again. For this reason, 
they needed to repent. He was not 
willing to baptize those who did 
not give evidence of sincere re- 
pentance. He demanded “fruits 
worthy of repentance.” Again I 
remind you that some _ things 
shoulq come before baptism, even 
if one is saved. Baptism should 
be as sOOn as possible, as it was 
in Bible times, but there certainly 
ought to be evidence, sincere evi- 
dence, fruits worthy and ‘meet for 
repentance, Ceremonies will not 
do for salvation; there must be a 
real change in the heart. Chris- 
tiangs should expect that change 
to show. None of us can change 
the heart, for only God sees it. But 
every Christian should set out to 
prove the sincerity and genuine- 
ness of his repentance by making 
right all that is wrong. 

John the Baptist continued his 
sermon on repentance by answer- 
ing the question of the people who 
said) “What shall we do then?” 
He told them to divide with the 
poor, that the publican should 
“Exact no more than that which 
is appointed you,” that the soldiers 
should “Do violence to no man, 
neither accuse any falsely; and be 
content with your wages.” Any 
repentance that does not bring 
forth fruit was not satisfactory 
to John the Baptist. He did not 
receive for baptism those who did 
not evidence genuine, fruitful re- 
pentance, 

And why should a man be bap- 
tized if he does not mean what 
baptism means? The man who is 
baptized; buried in the watery 


“$rave, thereby ‘says to the public: 
~’™“T am dead to sin. Christ died for 


this old sinner, and I count him to, 


of the water, he says thereby to 


“thie world, “I am. risen to live ‘a 


new life in the power of a resur- 
rected ~~ Christ!” | 
who was..évéer baptized and did 
not change his way of living, lied, 
to God and lied to the public. 
When men are baptized, and then 
smoke the same kind of cigar- 
ettes, drink the same kind of beer, 
see the same kind . of picture 
shows, use the samé kind of foul 


language, continue absorbed in 
the things of this world, they 
have belied their baptism. God 


forgive us! We have not been 
as vigorous as John the Baptist 
in our teaching about baptism! 
We have not demanded ‘fruits 
worthy of repentance” as he did. 
The result has been too many 
people who, though saved, have 
never really turned from the old 
life with enough sincerity to count 
for Christ. 

Restitution is the crying need 
of our churches. Multitudes of 
Christians need to make a “back- 
track.” ; 

Some need to pay old debts. 
Three or four years ago a mer- 
chant from a Texas town sent me 
$10.00, He said, “Ten years ago a 
man moved from this community 
owing me $25.00. I had sent him 
duns again and again. He seem- 
ingly made no effort to pay, and 
I had long ago written it off of 
my books as a loss.. This week 
I had a letter from him, paying 
the bill in full, and he said, ‘I 
have been hearing Brother John 
R. Rice on the radio and have’ 
learned that I can never have 
peace and blessing in my Chris- 
tian life as long. as there are 
sins that I could make right but 
do not. So here is $25.00, and I 
hope you will forgive me for not 
paying it before’.”. Then the 


merchant's letter to me continued. | 


“I have given $10.00 to the 
Methodist pastor here because I 
once heard him preach on the 
same subject, and I am sending 
you $10.00. I have $5.00 left of 
the $25.00, and I have promised 
God if I ever hear another man 
preach along that line I will give 
him the $5.00.” | 

Many of you who read this will 


As he rises out) 


Every person) 


never have power with God nor 
perfect peace in your heart nor 
the full communion of the Holy 
Spirit until you make right the 
wrongs that God holds against 
you, 


“First Be Reconciled to Thy 
Brother, and Then Come and 
Offer Thy Gift” 


It is foolish to think about 
being right with God when you are 
not right with men, Read again 
Matthew 5:23, 24, “Therefore if 
thou bring thy gift to the altar, 
and there rememberest that thy 
brother hath ought against thee; 
leave there thy gift before the 
altar, and go thy way; first be 
reconciled to thy brother, and 
then come and offer thy gift.’ 
Many of you get nowhere in your 
praying and will never get any- 
where in your praying until you 
“First be reconciled to your 
brother.” Your gifts to God do 
not please Him. “Your iniquities 
have separted between you and 
your God, and your sins have hid 
his face from. you, that he will 
not hear” (Isaiah 59:2). Often 
the service we offer to God is an 
abomination to Him, He says to 
backslidden Israel, “To what 
purpose is the multitude of your 
Sacrifice unto me” (Isaiah 1:11). 
He says: 


ams 


“When ye come to appear 
before me, who hath required 
this at your hand, to tread my 
courts ? 


“Bring no more vain obla- 
tions; incense is an abmonia- 
tion unto me; the new moons 
and sabbaths, the calling of 
assemblies, I cannot away 
with; it is iniquity, eyen the 
solemn meeting. 

“Your new moons and your 
appointed feasts my soul 
hateth; they are a_ trouble 
unto me; I am weary to bear 
them. 


“And when ye spread forth 
your hands, I will hide mine 
eyes.from you; yea; when ye 

*make many prayers, I. will 
not hear: your hands are full 
of blood” (Isaiah 1:12-15). 


Here God says He is not 
pleased with. their prayers, their 
church going, their’ sacrificés. 
They...weary” Him, they are “an 
abomination to Him! Clean your 
hands before you _ pray! Some 
of you read this who have neigh- 
bors or acquaintances who have 
something against you. Whether 
their position is right or wrong, 
you are to go and be reconciled 
to your brother. As long as you 
leave undone what you could do 
to make peace, that long your 
prayers are hindered and you can- 
not have the sweet peace you 
desire. You grieve the Spirit of 
God, First go and be reconciled 
to your brother and then come and 
offer yeur gift. Many of you long 
and pray to be reconciled to God, 
you beg Him to hear you, you give 
and cry and pray. But what God 
wants you to do is to be reconciled 
to your brother and then God will 
hear you pray about yourself. 
Christian, it is your move, if any- 
body in the world has anything 
against you. Make sure that as 
far as you are concerned you are 
reconciled. Sometimes the fellow- 
Ship cannot be won, but, “Asgnuch 
as lieth in’ YOU, live. peaceably 
with all men.” 


The other side of the picture 
is also true. A Christian must 
not only go and be reconciled to 
his brother, but he must forgive 
his brother. You must ask others 
to forgive you if you have 
wronged them; how much more 
must you forgive others if they 
have wronged you! The Saviour 
said in Mark 11:25 and 26, 

“And when ye stand praying, 
forgive, if ye have aught’ against 


‘any: that your Father also which 


is in .heaven may forgive you 
your ‘trespasses. , 

“But if ye do not forgive, neither 
will your Father which is in 
heaven forgive your trespasses.” 

If you do not forgive, neither 
will ‘your Father forgive! Jesus 
came to forgive sinners. The 
Father is willing, for His dear 
Son’s«sake, to forgive you of all 
you ever did that was wicked. 
The Saviour taught us to pray in 


(Continued on Page 8) 
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A Pouting 
Preacher 


(Continued from Page 1) 


We make Him all kinds of prom- 
ises then. 


God spoke to the fish and he 
vomited Jonah out. Jonah’s feet 
had no sooner hit the ground than 
he heard God saying, “Arise, go 
unto Nineveh, that great city, 
and preach unto it the preaching 
that I bid thee.” He did not 
tarry nor hang around that time. 
He had been whipped once and 
that was enough for the present. 
So he hurried to preach what God 
had told him to preach: “Forty 
days, and Nineveh shall be over- 
thrown.” And the greatest reviv- 
al of which we have any record 
in the Bible broke out in the city 
of Nineveh. The people, from the 
king on the throne to the serv- 
ant in the back alley hut, fasted 
and prayed and repented; and 
God saw that they had turned 
from their evil ways. The tenth 
verse of the third chapter says, 
“And God saw their works, that 
they turned from their evil ways; 
and God repented of the evil, 
that he had said that he would 
do unto them; and he did it not.” 
A mighty revival, the greatest 
revival I have ever read about 
anywhere, swept the city. 


Jonah—So Mad He Wanted to 
Die! 

Neighbors, if that 
taken place here in 
Evansville this week while I was 
here, we would have bought a 
full page in the paper to advertise 
it. Il would have seen that all the 
denominational papers got a full 
account of that wonderful, match- 
less, marvelous revival! But think 
of what happened to Jonah. We 
are told about it in the fourth 
chapter: “But it displeased Jon- 
ah exceedingly, and he was very 
angry...” He got mad because 
people were saved. He got mad 
because God forgave the people. 
He got mad because God spared 
the city. He got mad because he 
held the greatest revival in his- 
tory. Now listen: He prayed 
again saying, “I pray thee, O 
Lord, was not this my saying, 
when I was yet in my country? 
Therefore I fled before unto 
Tarshish; for I knew that thou 
art a gracious God, and merciful, 
Slow to anger, and of great kind- 
ness, and repentest thee. of the 
evil. Therefore now, O _ Lord, 
take, I beseech thee, my life from 
me; for it is better for me to die 
than to live.” Think of a man 
who got so mad that he wanted 
to die because God forgave peo- 
ple and saved them and their 
city! 

The Lesson of the Gourd Vine 


Let’s go on with the reading 
of this passage: ‘“‘Therefore now, 
QO Lord, take I beseech thee, my 
life from me; for it is better for 
me to die than to live.” Then 
the Lord said to him, ‘“‘Doest thou 
well to be angry [Jonah, do you 
have any grounds to be mad?]”’ 

Now listen to the fifth verse: 
“So Jonah went out of the city, 
and sat on the east side of the 
city, and there made him a booth 
[a little brush arbor], and sat 
under it in the shadow, till he 
might see what would become of 


revival had 
the city of 


the city.” In other words, he 
“took out.” Did you ever hear of 
folks “taking out?” Did you 


ever see a choir director get mad 
because somebody didn’t want the 
choir to sing the anthem they 
wanted to sing or didn’t want 
some special number at Christmas 
or any other time they were hav- 
ing special music? Did yow ever 
see a Sunday School superinten- 
dent get mad because a § 160m 
wasn’t fixed up just as he wanted 
it fixed up? Did you ever see a 
chairman of a board of deacons 
get mad at the pastor and “take 
out” because the pastor. preached 
on one of his pet sins? Did you 
ever see a person like that get 
upon a hill, sit down, and say, 
“That is all right, you will see it 


, 


die now. That is ail right, but} 


you will see that that Sunday 
School will go down. And they 
won’t have any choir.” 
ever see it happen that’ ‘way? 
Pouters. Pouters! POUTERS! 

There was Jonah, sitting up on 
the hill under his little brush 
arbor. He was mad at God. His 
face was turned all inside out. He 


was just as mad as he could be! 


And what was he mad about? 


Did you} 


“It has been our privilege to 
attend many great occasions, 
but never have we witnessed 
anything quite so wonderful as 
the dedication service in the 
new, magnificent auditorium 
on Bob Jones University cam- 
pus on Thanksgiving evening. 
There was everything to make 
the occasion great. There was 
an atmosphere of culture, and 
the ‘staging’ was magnificent. 
The governor of the state of 
South Carolina spoke. Former 
United States Senator Dixie 
Bibb Graves, the widow of our 
old friend, former Governor 
Bibb Graves, a pioneer mem- 
ber of our Board of Trustees, 
was present and gave a brief 
but very inspiring message. 
Dr. R. R. Vance, representing 


the state of Tennessee. 
complimented South Carolina 
on the presence of the institu- 
tion in the state and said, “Ten- 
nessee’s loss is South Carolina’s 
gain.’ There were many brief 
messages of greetings, but one 
of the most impressive came 
from Dr. T, I. Dowling, repre- 
senting the South Carolina De- 
partment of Education. He 
said, “This institution. stands 
for what our country needs.’ 
Mr. Hollis, who represented 
President Smith of the Univer- 
sity of South Carolina, came 
to the front of the platform and 
said, ‘I have just one word to 
say. Wonderful!’ The campus 
chapel was filled to overflowing 
by friends who listened over the 
loud speaker. But hundreds 
were turned away for lack of 
room. All Christians who were 
present had a strange sense of 


Christ was exalted 
thing that was done. We gave 
Him the pre-eminence, Both 
my son, who is president of the 


in every- 


Dr. Bob Jones Says: 


have not helped us financially 


the State Department of Edu- | 
cation of Tennessee, told the | 
story of the contribution that | 
Bob Jones University, formerly | ¥ 
Bob Jones College, made to the | 


educational and spiritual life of | 
| agen ' " Ble | nessed the things that God-has 


the nearness of the Lord. Jesus | 


university, and I, the founder 
of the institution, made it clear 
that the Lord Jesus Christ 
must have all the glory for the 
miraculous accomplishments. 
The people all seemed to feel 
that only God could have done 
under present world conditions 
what has been done on Bob 
Jones University campus. 


I wish all of you friends who 
have helped ug financially could 
have seen with your eyes and 
could have heard with your 
ears and could have felt in your 
hearts just what your financial 
investments in this work have 
accomplished. I think you 
friends to whom we have made 
such an earnest appeal but who 


would have opened your pock- 
etbooks and poured out some 
of the money God has given 
ou to help us pay the deficit 
on the property if you could 
only have been here and wit- 


wrought. 

My friends, the year 1947 has 
passed. We are now in 1948. 
We hope and pray that by June 
16, when this present school 
year will have closed that we 
will have enough cash in hand 
to wipe out the de.icit on the 
first unit of our university 
plant. We are asking you 
friends to pray earnestly that 
this may be accomplished, and 
we are earnestly appealing to 
all of you to make some finan- 
cial contribution toward this 
deficit. You who have helped 
us in 1947 will wish to help us 
in 1948. You who have not 
helped us in the past, I feel 
confident will wish to make an 
investment to help us close up 
this school year with all of our 
deficit made up. We are count- 
ing on you. Do not disappoint 
us. 

BOB JONES 
Bob Jones University 
Greenville, South Carolina 
—Advertisement 


He was mad because God had 
forgiven the people. He was mad 
because the city had been spared. 
He was mad because God had 
kept His blessed promise that He 
would forgive when people fre- 
pented! 

The woods are full of pouting 
preachers, yes, and pouting Sun- 
day School teachers, and pouting 
deacons and stewards and elders 
and other Christian people who 
ought to be serving God, 


Now listen to what God says to 
Jonah, “‘And the Lord God pre- 
pared a gourd, and made it to 
come up over Jonah, that it might 
be a shadow over his head, to 
deliver him from his grief. So 
Jonah waxed exceeding glad of 
the gourd.” There he was. sitting 
off up there in the sun. It was 
hot in spite of the little brush 
arbor. When the gourd came up 
and made a thicker shade, he was 
glad to be under that shade, Isn't 
it interesting? 

And now the seventh verse: 
“But God prepared a worm when 
the morning rose the next day, 
and it smote the gourd that it 
withered. And it came to pass, 
when the sun did arise, that God 
prepared a vehement east wind; 
and the sun beat upon the head 
of Jonah, that he fainted.” Think 
of a fellow being so mad that he 
would lie up there in the hot sun 
and actually faint! Boy, he really 
had the pouts! I knew a girl one 
time who got mad at her mother 
because she would not let her go 
to town with her. The girl went 
out to the chopping-block—she 
didn’t cut the toe out of her shoe— 
bless your heart, she cut her toe 
off! That is spite, isn’t it! 

The Scripture here says about 
Jonah, “‘He fainted, and wished 
in himself to die, and said, It is 


Eo 


better for me to die than to live. 
And God said to Jonah, Doest 
thou well to be angry for the 
gourd? And he said, I do wel! to 
be angry, even unto death.” (I'm 
so mad I could die!) Did you 
ever see a person get mad at a 
sermon, then get off to one side 
and pout and say, “You know that 
preacher just makes me so mad I 
could die!” Did you ever hear 
a person say anything like that? 
The Pouting Preacher 

Now, neighbor, here is the pay- 
off I want-you to get from this 
story. Jonah was sitting off up 
there on a_ hill, miserablé and 
pouting, just about to die. He was 
not acting very much like a 
Christian, was he? He was not 
acting very much like a preacher, 

(Continued on Page 7) 
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Friday, Jan. 9, 1048 


The Blessing of Reproach and Trouble! 


By the Editor 


A young pastor wrote me in 
distress of soul, asking counsel in 
a church where he had been pastor 
fourteen months. A deacon had 
wrongfully made an issue on 
doctrine, had unwisely and proba- | 
bly sinfully carried on a campaign 
ef talk against the pastor. The 

differed from the tradi- 

tional doctrinal stand of the church 
Reelf but was able te cause dis- 
action, and brokenheartedly 

e pastor resigned. He wrote me 
@ his sadness, that he had lost 
fhe sense of God's power and the 
fell assurance of God's constant 
gresence that he had haq before. 

I nave asked this splendid young 

if I may quote a part of 

letter and my answer and he 

kindly consented. Therefore 

give i, for the help of others 
Gkewise tempted and tried. 

Our brother wrote: 

“I do not say that [I was not at 
fuk in any of this, but I did 
make every apology I felt I should 
make and acted like a Christian 
through the whole affair to the 
best of my ability, but the whole 
thing broke my heart, aad I have 
mot been the same since. Some- 
thing happened to me that I can’t 
just quite put my finger om or 
mame. Somehing has . been 
‘aquelched’ within me. I do not 
have the zeal I ought te have or 
once had, and my work for the 
Lord is just like beating the air, 
or just like I was facing a brick 
wall. I do not have the victory 
and holy boldness that I ought to 
have, and that I once had in some 
measure. 

“You have been So kind and good 
te me and so understanding in 
times gone by, and I feel sure you 
can help me again. This may all 
sound funny to some people, but 
& is not funny to me, nor is it 
imagination, for it is real. I have 
even been tempted to quit the 
ministry, but I know that since 
the Lord dieq for me and has 
saved me that I ought to do any- 
thing He wants me to do. God) 
knows my heart, that [I do not 
want to dishonor Him or bring re- 
proach on His name. 

“Dr. MacArthur’s message a 
few months ago in the Sword 
about “The Lost Axe-Head’ was a 
fine message and just fits my case, 
it seems. Also in a recent issue 
of the Sword, in your article on 
‘Preachers Ought to Have It,’ you 
mentioned that many have lost 
their axe-heads and do not have 
an Elisha to show them how to 
recover it. With all my heart I 
can say this igs what I want—an 
Elisha to show me how te recover 
my lost axe-head. If I know my 
own heart, I will do anything to 
have it back.” 

My Answer to the Troubled 
Pastor 
December 11, 1947 
Dear $ 

It was good to have your letter. 
I think I understand your problem 
and I will make the following 
suggestions. 

1. Such a conflict as yoy tell me 
you faced in the last church is 
often to be expected. In that case 
the traditional background of the 
church was not the same as yours. 
The usual Southern Baptist church 
would have been clear on salva- 
tion by grace, “not of works,” the 
deacons. would not have felt they 
had as much power because they 
would be used to strong pastoral 
leadérship, so the difference is not 
really hard te understand. Then 
you are yet a young pastor, not 
long experienced, and if you were 
sometimes unwise in the way you 
expressed yourself or if you did 
not know all the ways to reach the 
people and gain entrance to their 
hearts that an older man would 
know, it is not surprising and is 
mot especially a charge against 
you. I think that you should 
thank God for your experience and 
simply learn from it whatever you 
can. God will make tt a real 
blessing to you in that case. Re- 
member the plain word of Scrip- 
ture: “Now no chastening for the 
present seemeth to be joyous, but 
igwoe nevertheless afterward 

yieldeth the peaceable fruit of 
righteousness unto them which are 
exercised thereby” (Heb. 12:11). 
The humility, the thoughtfuiness, 
the self-control and wisdom that 
will come to you out of this ex- 
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perience will be abundantly 
blessed of God, I feei sure. 

2. I think your feeling grows out 
of discouragement and that when 
you face the matter carefully and 
think it through, this discourage- 
ment will vanish away and the 
reluctance to preach and the sense 
of powerlessness will be gone. 

3. You feel that you have some 
way grieved God and that He has 
partially withdrawn His power. 
Likely you have grieved God in 
not being willing to have this op- 
position, this shame, this reproach. 
Were you like Paul who said: 
“Most giadiy therefore will I 
rather glory in my infirmities, that 
the power of Christ may rest upon 
me. Therefore I take pleasure in 
infirmities, in reproaches, in neces- 
sities, in persecutions, in distresses 
for Chrst’s sake: for when I am 
weak, then am I strong” (II Cor. 
12:9, 10)? Paul sought to dodge 
his thorn but he learned to re- 
joice in reproaches, in necessities, 
in weakness. Your victory will 
come in the same way. 

Remember that Jesus _ said, 

“Blessed are ye, when men shall 
revile you ,and persecute you, and 
shall say all manner of evil against 
you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, 
and be exceeding giad: for great is 
your reward in heaven: for so 
persecuted they the prophets which 
were before you” (Matt. 5:11, 12). 
Don't fight God om this matter. 
And do not feel that there is any- 
thing wrong in losing some friends 
for Jesus when you have to. When 
you can rejoice in some trouble 
and tribulations and reproach, then 
I believe the feeling that seems 
to be between you and God will 
be removed. There is no way of 
avoiding the reproaches of the 
cross and staying true te Jesus 
Christ. 
4. There is a natural soreness of 
heart over failure. KM is natural 
for you to feel your weakness, 
your inexperience. A good Chris- | 
tian always grieves that some 
other good Christians are grieved 
with him. So the thing to do is 
to spend enough time with God 
alone in prayer that your heart 
will be perfectiy comforted. I 
often have to do this very thing. 
I commend to you Psaim 43:5, 
“Why art thou cast down, O my 
soul? and why art thou disquieted 
within me? hope im God: for I 
shal] yet praise him, who is the 
health of my countenance, and my 
God.” Face your unhappiness 
squarely, confess it all te Jesus 
and stay before Him until you are 
content. to have failure, distress, 
trouble or anything else, just so 
you can have God's best blessing. 
Better lots of chastisement, lots 
of reproach, lots of failures while 
you are young and learning, if 
need be, so that you may ripen 
and be ready for greater service 
later. 

I have experienced such years 
of heartbreak as I trust you will 
never know. But God meant itt 
for good ang I think He has given | 
me a large place of usefulness | 
very largely because my soul has | 
been chastened and humbled by 
much trouble, by losing many 
friends, by often being reproved 
and despised. So God means it for ' 
good. ) 

I think you had better look up 
the old song, read , re-read it, 
memorize it: , 

Jesus, I my cross have taken, : 

All to leave and follow Thee; 

Destitute, despised, forsaken, 

Thou, from hence, my ail 
shalt be: 

Perish every fond ambition, 

All I’ve sought, and hoped 
and known; 

Yet how rich is my condition, 

God and heaven are still my 


own! 
Let the world despise and 
leave me, 
They have left my Saviour, 
too; 
Human hearts and looks de- 
ceive me; 
Thou art not, like man, 
untrue; 
And, while Thou shak smile 
upon me, 
God of wisdom, love, and 
might, 


Foes may hate, and friends 
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Reports FromAmericas Outstanding Sout Winners 


By the 


We are giad to have a very 
kindly word from Rev. Herbert 
W. Glassco, pastor of the First 
Methodist Church of Lewistown, 
Pennsylvania, about our recent 
union revival campaign there. 
The campaign was heid im the 
First Methodist Church building, 
the largest auditorium available, | 
and we are deeply grateful to our 
brother for his report. 

“Tt is still possible to have a 
Word-inspired, heart - warming, 
soul-saving revival. We just had 
one such in Lewistown, Pennsyl- 
vania. It was a union campaign 
sponsored by the Mifflin County 
Federation of Men's Bible Classes 
and the Lewistown Ministerium. 
It was originally set up for two 
weeks, but it quickly developed 
into a three weeks’ campaign, and 
without a doubt it would have 
continued longer, if it had not 
been so near to Christmas. 


“Dr. John R. Rice came to Lew- 
istown on Sunday, November 23. 
Right away he won us by his 
deep, simcere consecration to 
Christ and the Word. His fear- 
less, straight-forward  presenta- 
tion of sin and hell caused us to 
examine our hearts ‘whether we 
be in the faith.” His presenta- 
tion of forgiving and loving Sav- 


“We discovered anew that peo- 
ple need the Christ of the Gos- 
we are lost with- 
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nouncing their sins and trusting 
Jesus Christ for forgiveness. 
“Tt was a great time for Lew-' 


Show Thy face, and all is 
bright. 


Man may trouble and distress 
me, 
"Twill but drive me to Thy 
breast; 
Life with trials hard may 
press me, 
Heaven will bring me 
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O ‘tis not in grief to harm me, 
While ‘Thy love is left tome; | 
O “*twere not in joy to charm 
me, 
Were that joy unmixed with | 
Thee. 


Haste thee on from grace to 
glory, 
Armed by faith and winged 
by prayer; 
Heaven's eternal day's before 
thee, 


a 
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lovely wife and babies. 
Prayerfully, your brother, 
John R. Rice 


may shun me; 


sweeter rest. 1. 


Editor 


istown, one that we will never for- 
get. Lewistown can never be the 
same. Lost souls have been re- 
deemed. Backsliders have ~ re- 
turmed te the fold. Homes have 
been re-established. Family ai- 
tars have been erected. Churches 
have been aroused. Sin has been 
alarmed and put on the defensive. 


We shall never forget Dr. Rice 
for his plain, soul-searching mes- 
sages and his kindly, earnest 
Christian spirit. We shall never 
forget Dr. Harry Clarke, who 50 
ably and inspiringly led the gos- 
pel singing, interpreting the oid 
songs and introducing us to many 
new ones. We shali never forget 
the fine, spirited playing of Miss 
Grace Jean Rice, the accompanist. 
It is a great team, biessed of God 
for the saving of souls.” 


115 Professions in West New- 


ton, Indiana, Methodist 
Church 


Evangelist Carlyle Scott is one 
of the strongest of the younger 
evangelists, and we are always 
glad to hear of his gracious re- 
vivals. He writes us as of Decem- 
ber 20, as follows: 

“Dear Brother Rice: 

“We have just closed one of 
our most gracious meetings of 
the year. In the Methodist church 
in West Newton, Indiana, we wit- 
nessed one hundred and fifteen 
professions in twelve days. Ejigh- 
ty percemt of these were above 
sixteen years of age; entire fami- 
lies were united in Christ. Two 
Baptist and two Methodist 
churches were active-in this meet- 
ing which God blessed in the man- 
ner that makes saints weep for 
joy and sinners weep over sin. 

“We were ably assisted by Curt 
and Charlotte Davis. Curt has a 
Hammond Electric Organ with 
Maas chimes which he carries by 
trailer to churches that are not 
privileged to enjoy an organ. This. 
he plays as few people can and 
the atmosphere they bring, under 


| God, for the preaching of the gos- | 


pel is second to none. 

“They lanched out less than a! 
year ago inte our field of faith’ 
evangelism. They can either con-| 
duct full service with invitation 


would be a blessing to any 
evangeliat'’s meeting. 

“Just the above word to let you 
know that we are laboring with 
and praying for you in the cause 
of scriptural evangelism. 

“With every good wish to you 
and yours for this Christmas sea- 
son, and a prayer that the next 
year may be your greatest for 
Jesus, I remain 
“In Christian love, 

“Scotty.” 


“Evangelist Carlyle Scott 
713 Whitlock Avenue 
Crawfordsville, Indiana.” 


Pastor Says Evangelist Del 
Felsenfeld “Is Not Only a 
Preacher of Great Power, 
But He Is a Great Church- 
Builder and Pastor’s Helper.” 


Rev. James M. Hayest, pastor 
of the North Winston’ Baptist 
Church, Winston-Salem, N. C., is 
the president of the Ministerial 
Association of his city and was 
Chairman of the.large union cam- 
paign this editor and his helpers 
conducted at Winston-Salem in the 
summer of 1947. Now the North 
Winston Baptist Church has had 
evangelist Del Fehsenfeld in a 
revival campaign, and our be- 
loved brother Hayes writes as 
follows: 


“Dear Dr. Rice, 


“Del Fehsenfeld was with us 
for two weeks in revival services, 
November 17-30. The Lord biless- 
ed us with a gracious meeting. 
Thus far, we have had nearly fif- 
ty additions, and others are still 
coming. Del did some great preach- 
ing—in the power of the Holy Spir- 
it. There was a manifest presence 
of the Holy Spirit convicting sin- 
ners, drawing them to the Lord, 
and of a deep heart-searching 
among the church members. I 
believed that Del was the type of 
man we needed before he came, 
and I am still of that belief since 
he came for the fruits of the re- 
vival are most encouraging. 
Truly Del is doing a great work 
as an evangelist. He is not only 
a preacher of great power, ‘but 
he is a great church builder and 
pastor's helper in a meeting. ’ 

“I often think of you and those 
associated with you while here, 
and I shall always thank God for 
your great ministry im our city. 
“With best wishes always, I am 

“Cordially yours in Christ 

James M Hayes.” 
Pray for God’s evangelists! 
As this is written, Saturday, 
(Continued on Page 7) 
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darkness. Every food parcel you send us 
supplements our starvation ration and above 
all helps us te maintain our faith.” | 


A Jewish Christian mother writes out of a heart of anguish: 
“Naked and empty, robbed of all we had, we have now returned 
to Germany. As much as I thank God for preserving so many of 
- our family, yet I suffer with them bitter hunger. KH ig just © 
awful, day by day te have te exist on a few alices of bread with 


These and others to whom we minister through our relief .op- 
erations beg us te help them maintain soul and body during this 
biterly cold winter. The ned ig indescribable. We earnestly plead 
for your prayers and help en behalf of suffering Israel im dev- 


$ 5.00 will pay for a nutritious food parcel. 
$10.00 will pay for a big CARE food parcel. 
$10.00 will support an orphan child for a month. 


A folder of “News Letters irom Hebrew Christians ia Ea- 


ik lh ai RAS Aci A: ge 
Send: Us Light In Our Darkness | 


One of our Hebrew Christians from Ger- 
many, a doctor writes: “Our food ration has 
been reduced to 700 calories a day. Conse- 
quently there is great starvation, Slowly we 
loge all hope here. For us old folks life has 
mo more meaning. What keeps some of us 
up is the faith that God may again have 


us and send us His light in our 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Seven 


Says Each Issue of Sword “Worth Ten 
Times Its Weight in Gold to Anyone!” 


By GRACE JEAN RICE 


Again. we'd like to share some 
“fan mail’ with you. We feel 
that if you enjoy THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD that you'll enjoy 
hearing the nice things others say 
about it, too. 

A letter from Pontiac, Michi- 
gan, says, “Please find $5.00 for 
three renewals for my frienus 
which I have been praying for for 
years. No finer Christian paper 
was ever published by anyone 
than THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD, It’s the one paper I gave 
orders for at my home te posi- 
tively not destroy after being 
read. I carefully pass them out 
to where I think they will do the 
most good. They are worth ten 
times their weight in gold to any- 
one. Some may not think so, but 
I truly worship that dear paper, 
because it contains sermons from 
the very best ministers in this 
country or any other country. I! 
love every one of them for their 
fine stand on true blue Christian- 
ity. If it was $10.00 a year, I 
would get my paper just. the 
same. It lifts me up day by day. 
I need its encouragement to help 
me on to God. I have never read 
the sermons of as many fine 
Christian God-fearing, God-loving 
men as your paper contains, and 
as for evangelists, I'm for them 
100%. My prayers, my money— 
anything possible for me to do I 
will do to help these fine saints 
af God out. God bless every one 
of them!” 

Well, after a letter like that, 
we hardly know whether to mod- 
estly blush or take a deep bow. 
But it does give a new Zeal and in- 
spiration for the work of getting 
out the paper. We rejoice always 
in knowing that it is a blessing. 

Some of our nicest bouquets 
and some we appreciate the most 
—-come from preachers. We be- 
lieve that if you bless a preacher 
you bless a congregation, and 
surely the influence of THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD on 
preachers is on of the widest and 
most blessed ministries of THE 
SWORD .OF THE LORD. A 
preacher in Paducah, Kentucky 
writes: 

“THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


has changed my ministry. Since 
1 started reading your paper my 
eyes have been opened to the 
fact that I have not only been 
called to preach, but with power. 
Il am sure this great work is of 
God.” 


Another preacher in Richmond, 
Virginia, writes, “I am enclosing 
$1.00 for THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD to be sent to my address 
for the coming eight months. 
Someone sent me the paper for 
several months and I find it gives 
me food for the soul in my last 
days. I have been a Methodist 
preacher for over fifty years, in 
the active service 43 years. I! 
live on a small pension with no 
other means but I will make a 
sacrifice of other things to get 
such literature.” 


God bless this dear old man who 
looks to THE SWORD OF THE 


LORD for spiritual food after 
half a century of service! 

From Fayette, Idaho, another 
preacher writes: “Please renew 


my subscription to THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD. I value it very 
highly and it is the best of papers 
I take. I am an Assembly of God 
pastor, but of the many I take 
this excells.” Another, in Day- 
ton, Ohio, writes, “I want you to 
know that I consider THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD the very best of 
all papers that I receive. It is a 
great help to me in my ministry.” 

Perhaps you wonder why we 
bother to tel] you all this, when 
you already get THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD and enjoy it and 


know how good it is. We do have 
a@ purpose, and this is it: We 
hope it will make you _ realize 


what a blessing THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD can be to others. We 
want you to think about how de- 
lighted preachers are to have it, 
how eagerly people look forward 
to receiving it, how valuable they 
fee? it is in their Christian lives. 
And then when you have thought 
of that, we want you to consider 
if there is someone for whom you 
should subscribe. Perhaps some 
friend will come to mind; a friend 
who cammot hear good gospel 


A Pouting Preacher 


(Continued from Page 5) 


was he? Down im the city of 
Nineveh the folks were popping 
their heels together and rejoicing, 
having the grandest time. They 
were as happy as they could be. 
They were enjoying God’s for- 
Ziveness and were rejoicing that 
He had spared them. They did 
not know old Jonah was off up on 
the hill) in that hot sun, fainting 
and so mad he was about to die. 
His pouting did not bother them 
the least bit in the world. They 
were having the time of their 
lives! 

Some of you folks out there by 
your radios got mad and “took 
out” three or five or ten years 
ago. You said, “No, sir: I am 
not going back to that church any 
more. As long as that pastor is 
preaching there I am not going 
to darken the door again. I am 
g0ing to just ‘take out’ and quit!” 
You ‘took out’,and quit and have 
been sitting off on-a.hill pouting. 
You have been saying, “I am just 
watching.” -<Eivery time a Sunday 
passes ‘you call up somebody and 
say, “How many did you have in 
Sunday School yesterday?” If 
it happened to be a bad, rainy 
Sunday and there were not as 
many present as there were the 
Sunday -before. you left, you say, 
“See, there, I told you it was going 
to die.” You are mad and hot 
and bothered; but the church is 
g0ing on the swellest you ever 
saw. They haven’t missed you 
much, HK has been a sort of sweet 
miss with most of them. And you 
are out there pouting and mad! 
What fools men do make of 
themselves, by doing the wrong 
thing toward God! 

Well, let’s read the tenth verse: 
“Then said the Lord, Thou hast 
had pity om the gourd, for the 
which thou has rot laboured, 
neither madest K grow; which 
came wp im a night, and perished 


spare Nineveh, that great city, 
wherein are more than sixscore 
thousand persons that cannot dis- 
cern between their right hand and 
their left hand; and also much 
cattle 7” 


Now here is the lesson, ladies 
and gentlemen: God says to 
Jonah, ‘Jonah, here is this gourd, 
that gave you a little comfort and 
you have been so hurt by its dying 
that you want to die. You have 
been deprived of the shade, you 
think, by its dying. Well, you 
didn’t plant it; you didn’t cultivate 
it; it didn’t cost you a thing. But 
here is all of humanity that be- 
longs to Me, all of creation that 
belongs to Me. If you would be 
interested in a little gourd, don’t 
you think I would be interested 
in all those people, over a hundred 
thousand of them, who do not 
know their right hand from their 


left hand? Here you are up here 
on a pout. Why, Jonah, you 
ought to be glad that I. am 


interested im all of those people. 
Get away from your petty foolish- 
hess. Forget your little personal 
interests and get im and try to 
win people for the Lord Jesus 
Christ.’ 

Don’t Be a Pouter! 


Ladies and gentlemen, some 
of ‘you are sitting out there with 
a pet peeve, some pet grudge. You 
have kicked over the traces and 
got out of the work, I plead with 
you in the name of the thousands 
of unsaved people, lost people, 
people who need. Christ, people 
who need the truth, to give up 
your little pet grudge and get 
back into the harness, get right 
with God, and let the Lord use you 
for His glory. If God does not 
want to please you, that is His 
business. If He wants.to forgive 
somebody whom you do not like, 
you go on and preach and serve 
and let Him use you. That is 
my appeal to you, and may God 


in a night; And should not IL! bless you. 
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preaching; a friend who does not 
know the Lord, or a new Christian 
who needs training or instruction. 
Maybe the Lord will lay on your 
heart your pastor, or some other 
preacher friend who does not re- 
ceive it. Why not subscribe for 
them? We are sure THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD will be a blessing. 
So many people write and tell us 
that we know almost anybody who 
reads it steadily will receive rich 
teachng and blessing. You can be 
the instrument to bring them that 
blessing. By subscribing for THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD for a 
friend, you give them not only 
thirty-four issues of the paper, 
well over a hundred sermons — 
but you give them a gift that 
cannot be measured — strength 
and help and joy in their 
living. You read THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD and are blessed; 
shouldn’t you pass that blessing 
along to others who may not know 
about ii? We believe you would 
find it a joyous experience in your 
own life, to help another find the 
weekly inspiration and comfort 
and help of THE SWORD ‘OF 
THE LORD. Try it and see! And 
do it now while the special offer 
is on, $1.00 for 8 months. 


Sends 100 Names for 
Samples 

A reader in Fort Smith, 
Arkansas writes: “I am sending 
you the one hundred names of 
Christian people. I asked God to 
help me get those names, and with 
His help. I did the very best I 
could. I am praying that every 
one will subscribe. No, I'm not 
doing this just for the award. I 
want to do it. I feel like I. am 
doing so little for Jesus anyway. 

“I wish I could thank the one 
who sent you my name. I never 
understood much about the Bible 
until I started reading THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD. You 
know, Brother Rice, there are not 
very many preachers’ through 
this part of the country filled with 
the power of the Holy Spirit.” 

Remember that you can get a 
free book, as a gift, if you send 
us one hundred names for sample 
copies of THE SWORD OF THE 
Lord. We do not want ordinary 
names, but names of good Chris- 
tians whom you think would be 
interested in reading THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD and 
would likely subscribe. 

Here are the books you can 
have — your choice of any of the 
following for 100 names of Chris- 
tian adults, one to a family: 

1. BEHOLD YOUR KING! A 
Christian novel by Florence 
Marvyne Bauer. <A _ beautiful 
novel of the time of Christ, with 
408 pages. An unusually beauti- 
ful gift book, sells at $3.00. 

2. C& T. STUDD, Famous Ath- 
lete and Pioneer, by Norman 
Grubb. The epic story of the 
famous missionary. 238 pages, 
price $2.00. A great, heart-stir- 
ring missionary biography. 

3. HOW I KNOW GOD AN- 
SWERS PRAYER by Rosalind 
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Evangelists 


By Editer 


(Continued from Page 6) 


December 27, 1 am avout to fly 
to Rochester, New York, to speak 
at Youth for Christ, and. then 
will return tomorrow, December 
28, and begin eight days of serv- 
ices. at the Evansville Rescue 
Mission, where I have gone an- 
nually for eight years. Dr. Ern- 
est I. Reveal and Mrs. Reveal 
cenebrate their thirty-first anni- 
versary of that great rescue mis- 
sion. which they founded there. 
Dr. Harry Clarke will be with me 
to lead the singing. 

I take this occasion to ask those 
who love me and the work to 
pray for me. For two months I! 
have had a very painful case of 
geiatic rheumatism in the left 
leg and hip, sometimes walking 
on crutches but contiuing to work 
and preach. I am now somewhat 
better. If it please God I hope 
to be completely well soon. Please 
pray that I may go, this new 
year, only to those places where 
God will have me go and where 
He will give a great’ revival. 


daily } 
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Goforth. A wonderful story of 
personal experiences by this de- 
voted and devout wife of Goforth 
of China. 


4. THE THEORY OF EVOLU- 
TION AND THE FACTS OF 
SCIENCE by Dr. Harry Rimmer. 
170 pages, price $1.50.- A mar- 
velous book we are eager to 
spread widely. 

5. Any book published by Sword 
of the Lord Publishers costing not 
over $1.50. 


You may have free your choice, 
any one of the above books, if you 


_ —_ 


| 


send one hundred names and ad 
dresses and state that “These are 
names of adult Christians, not 
more than one to a household, who 
should be interested in subscribing 
for THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD.” State which of the books 
named above you want as your 
free premium. Each of the 


names you send will get free 
sample copies ‘and will be invited 
fo subscribe. Write to Sword oe 
the Lord, 214-West Wesley Street, 
Wheaton, Dlinois. 


LAST CALL! 

This is the last announcement of the special subscription 
offer which expires January 15. Get the subscriptions in the 
mail to be postmarked not later than midnight of that date. 

Single subscriptions, 8 months for $1.00, new or renewal. 

Five 8-months subscriptions (or one 32-month subscription) 
for $4.00. 

Twenty 8-months subscriptions for $15.00. 

FILL IN COUPON AND MAIL FT AT ONCE TO | 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
214 West Wesley St. Wheaton, Llinois 

In Jesus’ name, please send the following subscriptions: ,% 
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Restitution and Reconciliation 


(Continued from Page 5) 


the Lord’s Prayer, “Forgive us 
eur trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.” You 
cannot pray acceptably, cannot 
work acceptably, unless first you 
forgive! Someone has said, “To 
err is human, to forgive is divine.” 
That is partly true: but we might 
add that to forgive is the way to 


divine favor. If God is willing to 


the 
simple condition that you forgive 
others, what a bargain that is! 


Oh, be reconciled! Be recon- 
ciled! We must be reconciled to 
one another if we would have the 
fellowship of the Lord. 

Sooner or later you will meet 
the skeleton in your closet. Jacob 


forgive the Christian on 


for S. 


60,000 Miracle Miles 


by hitchhiking HERB SEAL 
forward by Dr. Harry Vom Bruch 


Fascinating conversations with Con- 
gressmen, Convicts, Ambassadors or 
Atheists! “Humorous, Homely, and 
Heavenly.” 


60 pages. Ideal for gifts; 
Teachers; to give Young 


People, Housewives, Businessmen, etc. 


Only 50 cents — 


Order direct from: 


A. R. C. Inc., P. 0. Box 6, Glendale, Calif. or 
‘The Peoples Press, 100 Bloor E., Toronto, Can. 


lied to and deceived his father, the 
blind and aged Isaac. By hook 
and crook he robbed his brother of 
the birthright that God would 
graciously have given him with- 
out his sin. Then he went away 
and for twenty years he had never 
seen his brother, Esau. Eventually 
God required him to return to the 
land of his birth. He must face 
the fire of his brother’s wrath 


which had burned in bitterness a) 


score of long years! 


I d@& not know how often Jacob 
thought of his twin brother, 
Esau, during those twenty years. 
He must have been ashamed and 
sad at his deception and fraud. 
He must have felt an” anxiety 
about the future. Esau had sworn 
to kill him. 


And now he must return and 
face Esau! Esau came to meet 
him with 400 men. One does not 
need 400 soldiers to meet and 
embrace a brother in love and 
peace. Esau meant war and so 
a long night through Jacob 
wrestled with the angel of God 
until he got victory and peace. 
He prevailed with God and be- 
came Israel, the Prince, instead 
of Jacob the Schemer. But do not 
think, I beg you, that Jacob did 
nothing but pray. He had made 
some solemn vows to God and 
earnestly fulfilled them. Already 
he had sent flocks and herds 


ahead to meet Esau, “Presents 
for my lord from thy servant 
Jacob.” When he met Hsau it 
was not with pride of the stolen 
birthright but humbly on _ his 
face as a servant. Jacob had a 
genius for gain, but he renounced 
his sins that day. By presents 
large and costly he tried to show 
his grief over the stolen birth- 
right. 

We are not to blame Esau 
overmuch for his wrath against 
Jacob. Jacob had sinned and 
even God Himself allowed Jacob, 
the man He had chosen to be the 
head of a great nation, no per- 
manent peace until he was 
reconciled to his brother, Esau. 

Will you not now, dear reader, 
make a quiet and solemn vow to 
God that you will do it today, that 
which you have often postponed; 
that you will make peace and be 
reconciled to some one? You know 
the one. You have argued with 
yourself many a time. You have 
made futile excuses and yet your 
heart is not happy. Be reconciled 
to your brother. Make restitution, 
whether in words or deeds, and so 
have God’s smile upon you again! 


Broken Vows 
Do you have broken vows that 
you made to God which are now 
shattered about your feet? You 
promised Him faithfully some- 
thing that you have not done. 


‘Plain, Po werful, 


Persuastve.. 
soys pr. roserTiecabot REVIVAL APPEA Le 


By DR. JOHN R. RICE, D.D., Litt.D. 


Plain! 


the Scripture itself. 


the large revival 


These 16 gospel appeals are 
written in all the simplicity of 
Dr. Rice 
is writing to common men 
and through illustrations from 
everyday life makes the salva- 
tion story unroll clearly. 
minces no words and uses no 


vague generalities. He never 
evades the issue. Dr. Rice “calls 
a spade a spade.” That even 


children can understand these 
messages is obvious from the 
many young people saved in 
meetings 


where these were preached, 


Powertul! 


He messages wére 


The obvious breath of God’s 
Spirit rests on these sermons. 
You will feel the pulsing throb 
of the great revival campaign as 
you read this book. All these 


large audiences throughout our 
land and have held thousands in 
perfect attention as the Spirit 
worked in hearts. 
impelled emotion and clarity of 
language are powerful ingre- 
dients of these sermons. 


preached before 


Do to 
Logic, God- 


Rice’s sermons: 


autograph stamped in gold, 
éo-date dress. 


your unsaved friends. 
God has to say to them. 


Persuasive! 


The secret of these sermons’ 
wonderful results is in Dr. Rice’s 
holy passion for the lost, and his 
complete abandonment to the 
will of God. 
written telling us that they have 
passed from death to life as a 
result of reading “‘What Must I 


sermons in this book. Let the 
clear logic and persuasive pres- 
entation of these messages grip 
your heart and give you the de- 
sire to win the lost. 


Over 2500 have 


Be Saved?” one of the 


“Missing God’s Last 


In his introduction to the book Dr. Rice says, “So, all of us 
need to hear evangelistic preaching. All of us need to have our 
hearts warmed toward the great issues of life and death, Hell and 
Heaven, salvation and condemnation. 
some will learn better how to win souls and will have a heart more 
deeply moved toward his holy business of keeping people out of 
Hell! And many a Christian will doubtless put this book in the 
hands of unsaved loved ones and friends who will read it and per- 
haps through these messages will be saved. May God grant it!” 


From these sermons surely 


This book contains the most widely used and greatly blessed of all Dr. 
“What Must I Do To Be Saved,” which has been printed in 
four, languages and has resulted in hundreds of conversions. Other favorites 
with American audiences everywhere are: 
Heaven,” “Religious But Lost,” “What Jesus Said About Hell,” and “Facing 
the Pierced Jesus,” : 


Train to 


This is one of the best bargains of all the books we publish. Here you 
can get sixteen sermons for $1.50—less than 10c each—in permanent form. 
This book is attractively bound in red cloth, with the title and the author’s 
It is a book of old-fashioned sermons in an up- 
It is lovely enough to give as a present, and sturdy enough to 
Stand intensive study and handling for many years. 


Order a copy for the good of your own heart, and order several copies for 
It will be a blessing to all who read it, listening for what 


216 pages, price, postpaid, only .... 


$4 50 
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‘and haven’t done, 


Some preacher reads these lines— 
or rather you were called to 
preach, Once you promised God 
you would go where He wanted 
you to go and say what He wanted 
you to say. You sang with high 
exaltation of heart, 

“Where He leads me I will 

follow, 

Where He leads me I will 

follow, 

Where He leads me 

follow, 

I'll go with Him, with Him, 

All the way.” 

You meant it then, but since 
then you have grown cold and 
have not done what you promised 
God you would do. Your vow is 
broken! There is something be- 
tween you and God! You have 
offered God many a substitute 
plan and excused yourself by your 
poverty, your debts, and the poor 
results, yet you know today that 
God called you to preach and you 
promised to go and went not! 
How do you face God when you 
pray? Would you have me be- 
lieve that you are as happy, just 
as close to God, that His Spirit 
is in the same sweet communion 
with you as when you were in the 
center of His will and doing what 
He called you to do? No, no! 

Maybe” it was the family altar 
you started, but lukewarm and 
indifferent, you dropped it and 
the family lives like any uncon- 
verted group. Have you lied to 
God about it? Do you think it 
doesn’t matter to Him? 

You started to tithe but you 
quit it. You needed the money, 
you thought, for groceries or 
some pleasure or for the family 
Well, but didn’t you lose some- 
thing when you quit tithing? 
Didn’t you lose the peace and joy 
that God gives His obedient chil- 
dren? It is time to make restitu- 
tion—to make things right with 
God if you are to have His 
blessing. 

Whatever you 


lL will 


promised God 
whether per- 
sonal soul winning or daily Bible 
reading, I beg you today, to go 
“back to Bethel.” Beg the Lord 
to give you again the “first love” 
that you have lost, 

Again and again since I began 
this message I have prayed over 
it earnestly, beseeching God to 
reach your hearts. I should be 
greatly grieved if I do not hear 
that many have, with contrite 
hearts, gone back to make things 
right with men and with God 
after reading this earnest exhor- 
tation. Break up the _ fallow 
ground of your hearts, I urge you. 
Go back over the past years and 
see what you need to undo or re- 
do to please God, 

I know a preacher who, when 
called to preach, went back to 
the wife whose heart he. had 
broken by his drink. He begged 
her forgiveness. She took him 
again to her heart and today they 
work together as a happy team, 
winning thousands of souls. He 
has spoken to me again and again 
of the soul peace he had at last 
when he drove across the States, 
found his wife and was reconciled 
to her. He felt he could not, 
must not, preach without pulling 
the stumps out of his own field 
and breaking up his fallow ground 
and making things right’ that 
were wrong. I hope you who 
read will do the same. I would 
pay that bill, or make _ that 
apology, or return that [I had 
borrowed. I would make right 
that slander I had quoted—how 
much grief and pain a few words 
can bring! And God has a record 
that must be righted if you are 
to serve Him happily and in the 
fullness of power. 

The jailor washed their stripes 
and then was baptized! Zac- 
chaeus said, “Half of my goods 
I give to the poor, and if I have 
taken anything from any man by 
false accusation, I restore him 
fourfold.” And happily he took 
Jesus home to dinner with salva- 
tion come to his house! Jacob 
sent presents to Esau and over- 
tures of peace and then met him 
with tears and humility, and thank 
God, in peace! 

God will be reconciled if we 


come with clean hands! God wil 
fight for us if we disown the 
Achans in the camp. God will 


remove the curse if we give him 
the seven sons of wicked Saul 
who brought a plague on Israel! 
Today make restitution and be 
reconciled! 


